©O© 00 N O O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

S-1834.1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5718

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conmttee on State & Local Governnment (originally sponsored
by Senators Gardner, Spanel, Patterson and Haugen)

Read first tinme 03/03/1999.

AN ACT Relating to cities and towns changi ng pl ans of governnent;
amendi ng RCW35A. 06. 030, 35A. 06. 060, and 35A. 08. 030; and reenacti ng and
anendi ng RCW 35A. 01. 070.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW35A 01.070 and 1994 ¢ 223 s 24 and 1994 c 81 s 66 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

Where used in this title with reference to procedures established
by this title in regard to a change of plan or classification of
governnment, wunless a different neaning is plainly required by the
cont ext :

(1) "Cassify" nmeans a change froma city of the first or second
class, an unclassified city, or a town, to a code city.

(2) "Cassification" neans either that portion of the general |aw
under which a city or a town operates under Title 35 RCWas a first or
second class city, unclassified city, or town, or otherw se as a code
city.

(3) "Organi ze" neans to provide for officers after becom ng a code
city, under the sanme general plan of governnment under which the city
operated prior to becomng a code city, pursuant to RCW 35A 02. 055.
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(4) "Organi zation" nmeans the general plan of governnment under which
a city operates.

(5) "Plan of governnent"” neans a mayor-council form of governnent
under chapter 35A. 12 RCW council-manager form of governnent under
chapter 35A.13 RCW or a mayor-council, council-manager, or conm ssion
form of governnment in general that is retained by a noncharter code
city as provided in RCW35A. 02. 130, without regard to variations in the
nunber of elective offices or whether officers are elective or
appoi ntive.

(6) "Reclassify" mnmeans changing from a <code city to the
classification, if any, held by such a city inmediately prior to
becom ng a code city.

(7) "Reclassification" nmeans changing fromcity or town operating
under Title 35 RCWto a city operating under Title 35A RCW or vice
versa; a change in classification

(8) "Reorgani ze" neans changi ng the plan of government under which
a city or town operates to a different general plan of government ((+
tor—whi-ch—an—eleetion—of—new—ofHecers—under—RCOAN-35A-02-050—s
regquired)). A city or town shall not be deened to have reorgani zed
sinply by increasing or decreasing the nunmber of nenbers of its
| egi sl ati ve body.

(9) "Reorganization" nmeans a change in general plan of governnent
( ( where—an—electton—ot—all—new—offHHeers—s—+reqguired—+n—order—to
acconptH-sh—this—change)) under which a city operates, but an increase

or decrease in the nunber of nenbers of its | egislative body shall not
be deened to constitute a reorganization.

Sec. 2. RCW 35A.06.030 and 1994 c 223 s 28 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

By use of the resolution for election or petition for election
met hods descri bed i n RCW35A. 06. 040, any noncharter code city which has
operated for nore than six consecutive years under one of the optional
pl ans of governnment authorized by this title, or for nore than a
conbined total of six consecutive years under a particular plan of
government both as a code city and under the sane general plan under
Title 35 RCWimredi ately prior to becomng a code city, nmay abandon
such organization and may reorganize and adopt another plan of
gover nment aut horized for noncharter code cities, but only after having
been a noncharter code city for nore than one year or a city after
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operating for nore than six consecutive years under a particul ar plan
of governnent as a noncharter code city: PROVI DED, That these
l[imtations shall not apply to a city seeking to adopt a charter.

I n reorgani zati on under a different general plan of governnent as
a noncharter code city, officers shall ((aH—be—-eleetedasproevided+n
REW-35A02-050)) serve the remainder of their ternms. If acity with a
mayor - council plan of governnent is reorganized with a council - manager
plan of governnent, the mayor shall serve as a councilnenber for the
remai nder _of his or her term |If acity with a council-manager plan of
governnment is reorganized with a mayor-council plan of governnent, the
mayor shall be elected as provided in RCW 35A. 02.050. Wen a
noncharter code city adopts a plan of governnment other than those
aut hori zed under Title 35A RCW such city ceases to be governed under
this optional municipal code ((and)), shall be classified as a city or
town of the class selected in the proceeding for adoption of such new
pl an, with the powers granted to such class under the general |aw_ and
shall elect officers as provided in RCW 35A. 02. 050.

Sec. 3. RCW35A 06.060 and 1979 ex.s. ¢ 18 s 16 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

If a myjority of votes cast at the election favor abandonnent of
t he general plan of governnment under which the noncharter code city is
then organi zed and reorgani zation under the different general plan
proposed in the resolution or petition, the officers to be elected
shall be those prescribed by the plan of governnent so adopted, and
they shall be el ected as provided i n RCW ((35A—02050)) 35A.06.030. If

the city is ((te—+emin—a—noncharter—code—city—or—+f—the—eity—is
abanden-ng—epttonal—muniectpal—code—status,—they)) adopting a plan of

governnment other than those authorized under this title, the officers
shall be elected at the next succeeding general municipal election

Upon the election, qualification, and assunption of office by such
officers the reorganization of the governnent of such nunicipality
shall be conplete and such nmunicipality shall thereafter be governed
under such plan. |If the plan so adopted is not a plan authorized for
noncharter code cities, upon the election, qualification, and
assunption of office by such officers the municipality shall cease to
be a noncharter code city governed under the provisions of this
optional munici pal code and shall revert to the classification sel ected
and shal |l be governed by the general laws relating to nmunicipalities of
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such class with the powers conferred by | aw upon nunicipalities of such
cl ass. Such change of <classification shall not affect the then
existing property rights or liabilities of the nunicipal corporation.

Sec. 4. RCW35A. 08.030 and 1967 ex.s. ¢ 119 s 35A.08.030 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

The legislative body of any city having ten thousand or nore
i nhabi tants may, by resol ution, provide for subm ssion to the voters of
t he question whether the city shall beconme a charter code city and be
governed in accordance with a charter to be adopted by the voters under
the provisions of this title. The |egislative body nust provide for
such an el ection upon receipt of a sufficient petition therefor signed
by qualified electors in nunber equal to not | ess than ten percent of
the votes cast at the last general nunicipal election therein. The
guestion may be submtted to the voters at the next general nunici pal
electionif oneis to be held within one hundred and ei ghty days or at
a special election held for that purpose not |ess than ninety nor nore
t han one hundred and ei ghty days after the passage of the resolution or
the filing of the certificate of sufficiency of the petition. At such
el ection provision shall also be nmade for the election of fifteen
freehol ders who, wupon a favorable vote on the question, shal
constitute the charter conm ssion charged with the duty of framng a
charter for subm ssion to the voters. |If the vote in favor of adopting
a charter receives forty percent or less of the total vote on the
guestion of charter adoption, no new election on the question of

charter adoption nmay be held for a period of two vears fromthe date of

the election in which the charter proposal fail ed.

~-- END ---
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